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We got madder as the tale increased. I was only the second son,
he the fifth. It ended then, God be praised.1

I picture you in pink, very mud-splashed and weary, late for
your bath, & spoiling the dinner by keeping; all for inability to
tear yourself away from my masterly depiction of life in the
R.A.F. Only it isn't like that at all.

Lately a letter came to me from St. Andrews University (a
miniature & charming place in Scotland) offering me an honorary
degree as Doctor Of Laws. 'Ha Ha' said I 'some undergrad is
pulling my leg.' I replied accordingly, and have had dignified
remonstrances from John Buchan & Barrie: it seems Baldwin
particularly put my name. Worst of all, in honest praise of St.
Andrews I said that if it were mine I'd wrap a clean napkin
round it & keep it on the side-table to gloat at, like a Stilton.
Apparently they dislike Stilton. Barbares! Hoots mon: aweel.

T.E.S.

413:   TO   FREDERIC   MANNING
2/7.30
[15 lines omitted] The Epicurus* is being read by me, very gradually.
Only I began with Epicurus himself and will read the intro-
duction last. It seems fairer to the old man to see him with my
own eyes before you tell me of him. Not so? [7 lines omitted]
Your letter about A.E. was pleasing. Thanks to Mrs.
Bernard Shaw I had been for nearly two years a reader of his
Irish Statesman^ a little paper he has been doing in Dublin.
Of course A.E. is a wonderful poet, and great man. You'll
have noted that even George Moore cannot say anything caddish
about him; but his paper was something special. He wrote
everything in it which mattered, and his stuff glimmered like a
candle-light against a background of intense darkness. I got
the fancy, when the Statesman stopped, that Ireland had gone out.
He seemed the only civil intelligence there!
1 When A. W. Lawrence married, Lawrence wrote to him: 'If there is no insanity in
the family there will soon be!'
2 A new edition of Epicurus's Morals to which Manning had written an introduction.